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Courteous Reader: 

2 kre | preſent thee with a 
\ V1 & 5 . . vi | 
true hiſtoricall relation, of 


den death of one, whoſe name wag 
Tohn Overs, by profeſſion a water- 


man, and the Ferry-man appoynted 


by command, for the converghingot 
paſſengers, and their commodities 
from London into Surrey, and from 
thence to London againe; and by this 
his labour he got no ſmall meanes: 
nay, it was al moſt beyond thouaht, 


(being but the Ferry- man) his riches 


were ſo great: and the more hee 
got, the more covetous he full was, 


. ſcarce affording foode to his ſlo- 
macke, or apparrell to bis bache; 


much more repining when he {ivy 


at 11s 


2 the miſerable life and ſud- 


To the Reader. 


his ſervants cate with good appetite; 
(tur it is well knowne watermen 
have good ſtomacks) which behol- 
ding them at the Table,would of- 
ten ſay, That they would undoe tam 
by their eating ſo much, for every 
dinner colt this caitiffe three pence: 
but he ſtill going on in his baſe hu- 


mour, haſtned his owne death, as 


you ſhall readin theſtory, which 1s 


worth your obervation, and the 


time you ſjend in reading it: fo 
] leave it to thy cenſure, vale. 
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The Hiſtory of eld 


Jobo Over the rich Fer— 


ry - man, and how he was guil- 


ty of his owne Murder, by 
Covetowſneſſe, 


And of his Daughter Mary, | 


| whobuile St. Mary O Hers Church 


in Southmar Hand of the buil- 
ding of Lendo;-bridge. 


-o Þave read Covetouſ⸗ 
| nelle thus defined : fo 
bea a ſinne ofthe ſoule, 
; N wHcreby a man deſi * 
N De W J 

reth to rend from 8: 


thers without reaſon, and untaſts 
ly to with-hold that which rightly 
belongethtoa Neighbour. It is 
alſo „ niggardly in gi⸗ 
A4 ding 


olan of 


bing, but very fre and open-han- 
ded in receiving, Without conſct- 
ente, oꝛ any regard, whether it be 
well oz ill obtained. It ts kur⸗ 
ther laid to be the rote of all e- 
vill, from whence,as froma bad 
Tree, (and as ill planted) p20- 
cred the ruines of Commons 
weales, the ſabverſion of Clates, 
the wzacke of Societies, the 
ſtaine ol conſctente, the bꝛeach of 
Amity, the confuſion ok the mind, 
the ſtupidity of the bꝛaine, iniu⸗ 
fice, bzibery, talſe witnelle, 
Uaughters, and a thouſand ſeverall 
vices and enozmities: Foz Aur 
:acra fames quid nan? What will 
1; 1 _— 7 it, irft of gold not perpe- 
ats? Aud thouah it be heredita⸗ 
v untoage pet in old men it is 
1% monitrous: toy what thing 
can appcare moꝛe koliſh (elpeci⸗ 
ally fn them that ſhould be moſt 
wiſe) tyan to be molt lolicitous 
und carefull foz the providing 
of miate and money when we are 
482 nearctt 


\ſcience, Fudping how to enſd af w : 


* 


: * ä : 
* 
may l | 
* * 
. , 


4 ohn Overs, Ferry-man. 


neareſt fo our fourneyes end hat 
it is an in ward diſeaſe, which di⸗ 
ſpcrieth it ſelfe thꝛough all the ar⸗ 
teries and veines, being rooted _ 
ven in the heart and bowels, 
being inveterate, is very difficult: 
ly to be removed. 
The Chariot of Covetouſneſſe 
is carryed upon foure rotten and 
cozrupted wheles, Churlifhneſle, 


faint courage, contempt ot God, and 


fometfulneſſe ot Death; d2awne bp 
two leane and hyde⸗bound Javes, 
called Creedineſſe to get, nd Hold 
talt : the Carter p diveth them, 
is Deſire to have, and the whip in 


his hand, is called loach to forgoe. 


The covetons man is good to no 
man, and the 1902f iriend to him: 
ſelfe; who is in want as well of 


that which he hath , as what he 


hach not; and in making his lat 
will, when he is to depart out of 


the wonld, he hath moe trouble 


ok mince, and diſtraction — F 
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than himſelfe tooke delight and 
pleaſure to poſſeſſe all: their na- 
ture and diſpoſition being carefull 
to get, deſirous to keepe, and un⸗ 
willing to fozgoe ; and therefoze 
faith a learned Father, By Libera- 
lity mens vices are covered, but b 
Axxarice and covetouſneſſe laid open 
to the world. 

Such men (as another ſatth ) 
paſſe great travells in gathering 
Riches, moze dancer in keeping 
them, much law in defending 
them, and great tozmentofmind 
in de part ing krom them. Foꝛ the 
griple minded man in immode⸗ 
rate ſearch after wealth, purcha⸗ 
. ſeth carcfulneſefo2 himſelfe., cn- 
vy from his neighbhonrs, a pzey 
fo: theves, perill foa his perſon, 
damnat ton foz his ſoule, curſes fo2 
his childzen, and law koz his 
| Hetres, te. 

Nowon the contrary, a wile © 
man p2eferreth content "cfoze rt 
ches, and acleare and 5115120 

conſcience 


—:. «. 


Johu Overs, Ferry- man. 
conſcience befoze all pꝛomotion 
whatſoever. To covet much. fs 
miſery ; to live content with 
competency, and what is ſafftct- 
ent, is carthly felicity. The Rt- 
ches that men gather with much 
trouble and travell, may faile, 
friends may ware falſe, hopes 
may deceive, vaine gloꝛy may de⸗ 
cap, but true content can never 
be conquered : foz it is the bleſſing 
of nature, the pꝛeſer vative againft 
the rigour of poverty, the maſter 

ofſozrow, and the end of miſery. 
CTontent is a qutet and ſetled 


reſolution in the minde, free from 


ambition and envy, aiming no 
farther than at ſuch things as 
God tn his mercy ſends, and we 
in our mWwozthineſſe entop : that 
we live, Nature affozdetb that 
we live contented, Wiſedome 
teacheth ; and though it loſe much 
of the Wozid, pet it partakes 
much of God. Fo? to live to him, 
to deſpiſe the wozld, to flye flatte- 
Fp, 
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rp. andfeareno miſery, are the 
true Enfiqnes and Badges of a 
contented minde : foz what wer 
have by the Wozld, is miferp ; 
what we poſſeſſe with content, is 
Wiſbome: It is the eves quiet, 
the thoughts medicine, the de⸗ 
fires Pethzidate, and hee alone 
can be laid to be indued with thts 
Uertue, who tn extrcames can 
EW ſubdue his owne affedions; fo to 
5 a minde letled and reſolv'd no ri⸗ 
t hes are comparable : Foꝛ it kills 
Adverſity when it allaults, it 
dzpes fearcs that dꝛop from the 
x eyes if they flow, it ffoppeth 
w:ath When it urgeth, it winneth 
Heaven ikit continue. 

Now, not Lithftanding what 
bath bekoꝛe beene ſaid acnatnft cos 
vetouſneſſe, and that for [he moſt 
part accozding fo t! Je Pꝛoverb, 
Mate part. 4 N. Ic di l.: Vun. „ That 

goods ill got, are as evill; tpe t; Ad 
what was moſt pruurio: Ny par- 
chaſed by he heln tom: 


moi 
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monly bene as pꝛodigally & pꝛo⸗ 
tuſelv waſted by the lonne; yet tit 
boldeth not ſo in all, as ſhall be 
made apparent in the following 
Hiſtozy. Jo) God is able to ex⸗ 
| tract light out of darknelle, and 
5 what the avaritious man, epther 


" | bpertoztionoz uſary gathers to⸗ 
« gether, fo impziſon it in his col⸗ 
, fers, both from the neceſſary uſe 
T | ofothers, and the defrauding of 
dis owne backe and belly, pet 
tl | can hee finde a time to convert 
1 | them , both to the ged and bene⸗ 

fit ofthe publick weale, and the 


magnifying of his owne gloꝛy: 
band this the ſubſcquent Stozy 
5 will eafily make apparant, which 
was thus. 

Beloꝛe there was any V2 idge 
4 at all built over the Thames. 


if | there was onelva Ferry, to which 
p divers Boates belonged, fo franſ- 
a poꝛt all paſſengers betwirt 
” Southwark and Church -yard Alley, 


| that being the hye-rode-way be- 
t wirt 
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twirt Middleſex and Suſſex, and 
London. This Ferry was renfed 
of the Citty by onc lohn Overs, 
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which he entoyed (02 many pres 
together to his great p2ofit : foz it 
is to be imagined, that no ſmall | 
benefit 
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benefit could ariſe from the fer- 
ring over Faot-men, Hozſe men, 
all manner ofcattell, all Parket 
folkes 5 came with pꝛoviſton tod 
City, ſtrangers and others. This 
man, though hee kept many ſer⸗ 
vants, yet was ok ſo covetous a 
minde, that hee would not, even 
in his age, ſpare his owne weske 
body, noz abate any thing of his 
unnetellarp labour, oncly fo ſ7ye 
charges; nay moꝛe, from his firff 
beginning of wealth, hee url put 
his money to ule, which in time 
| crew to ſuch a miehty increaſe, 
that his eſtate rc w equall to the 
beſt Aldermans. in Lon Jon ; not⸗ 
withſtanding both in his habffe, 
bouſe⸗keeping and all erpentes, 
hee erdzeſſed nothing ſo much as 
miſerable vovrrty, | 
Now Qiurp 19 compared fo 
fre, Which is an adive and un⸗ 
| fatiable element; fo2 it eateth and 
tonſumcth fo aſhes all fuell. and 
- combuſtible ſfuſte whatſoe ver is 


laid ; 
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laid upon it, and pet the moze ſt 
devoures, the moꝛe it deſires: and 
ſo the Uſurer, the moze hee gap⸗ 

neth, the mo2ehec gapeth after, 
and like Mell it ſelfe is never ſa⸗ 
tisfied. And as one verpelegant⸗ 
ly ſneaketh of it, it makes the 
Noble man to ſcll his Land, the 
Lawyer his Littleton, the Phy- 
5 li tian his Galen, the Souldier his 
7 a Cws2d, the Merchant his wares, 
and the Wozlv its peace: It 
mozeover indangereth reputatt⸗ 
on, hazardeth a good name, and 
blemiſheth all other vertues: It 
detetveth the body, and maketh 
à man live tareleſſe of his fonles 
ſafety; ſoz the moze wealth that 
a Uſurer purchaſeth by exto2tion, 
the moe doth the ſinne of Cove- 
fouſneſſe cozrupt his conſcience, 
as ſhall be made mo2e perſpicuous 
tn this our Charon the Ferry- 
man: Who having but one daugh⸗ 
fer ofa beantffull aſpect, and pfous - 
HO „ had care fo OE 
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well and frberally educated, 
though at the cheapeſt rate; and 
pet ſo, that when the grew ripe 
and mature ko marriage, hee 
would ſuffer no man, of what con⸗ 
dition oz quality ſoever, (by his 
good⸗will) fo have any ſight of 
her, much lefſe the teaft acceſſe 
unto her. But much water run⸗ 
neth by the Pill, that the Piller 
never knowetfh ol: And as the 
firſt ſteppe to wiſedome is not to 
lo ve at all; ſo the ſecond is to love, 

as that it bee not at all perceived. 
There muſt be in every Triangle 
thꝛee lines; the firſt to beginne 
the figure, the ſecond to augment 
tt, and the third to conclude it: So 
in love there are th:ce vertues; 
a ffeuton, which dzawes the heart; 
ſecreſie, which encreaſeth the 
hope: and tonſtancp, which fint- 
ſheth the wozke. And further, 
molt true it is, that the aſſaults 
ot love muſt be beaten backe at 
the firſt light, oꝛ elſe, undoubted⸗ 
15 1x. 
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ly, thep will undermine all the 
ſecond ; and ſo it p20ved by 
her. 
A poung gallant tooke the ad: 
vantage ofoppoztunity,when hee 
was picking up his penny kaires, 
to be admitted ( by ſuch meanes as 
he uſed to bee admitted) into her 
companp:the firſt en“ er vie w plee⸗ 
5 ſed weill, the ſecond better but the 
ä third concluded the match he- 
twirt them. He that looketh to 
have cleere water, muff digge . 
deepe ;he that longeth afterſweef „ 
muſicke, muſt ſfraine Art to the 
 higheſt;and he that ſeelicth to 
compaſſe his Miſtreſſe, muſk ha⸗ 
=: Jard his ut moſt indea vonr. J have 
heard ſome ſay, that love knots 
are tyed with the eyes, not to bee 
untyed with the bands; and made 
ſo faft with the thoughts, that 
they are not to bee unlosſed 
with the fingers ; which ik it bee 
vertuoufly grounded, map per- | 
baps reape diſdaine , but 
d 
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ſhall incurre diſgrace : It is deff« 
ned to be an imreaſonable erceſſe 
of deſire, which as if commeth 
ſwiftly, ſo if departeth Nlowlp : 
neither is it to ve ſuppꝛeſt by 
wiſe dome, becauſe it is not to be 
compꝛehended by reaſon:and yet, 
as to be free from love is france, 
ſo to thinke ſcozne to be beloved 
is monſtrous. Plato faith, love 
is thꝛee⸗fſold: the firſt, and be ſt, 
is that which onely embzaceth 
| verfue : the (econd is inlamous, 
and that pzeferrcth bodtly plea- 
ſure : the third is of the body 
andſonle : than the firff, there is 
nothing moze generous and noble; 
than the ſecond, there is nothing 
monꝛe ſo2dide and vile; the third, 
is betwcene theſe, two extreams, 
the medium, and that which wee 
may call equall oz indifferent. A 
will end thts diſcourſc of love in 
1 theſe few woꝛds: It is an heate 
kuli of col dneſſe, a paine full of 
plealures, making thought have 
15 2 epes, 
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eyes and hearts to have eares: It l 
is a ſweet fullofbitterneſe, bzed le 
by deſire. nurſed by delight, wea⸗ 
| ned by iealouſie, held by diſlem⸗ 

=; bling. aud buryed by ingratitude. 
J leave theſe two in love, and 
ſo great. that greater ſcarce can 
be; but in this way, the maide ai⸗ 
ming onely at, his ſceming ver- 
tues; the other levelliag all his 
hopes fo her fature poſſeſsiovs, 
inſomuch, that tt may bee imagi⸗ 
ned that he loved the meanes as 
well as the maid, and the hope of 
her foztunes mo2e than the affe- 
_ctton he had to her, oz to the per⸗ 
kection of her feature, as map aps 

peare by the ſequell. 
In all this interim, the pooze 
ſiliy old rich Ferri-man,not dꝛea- 
mine ot any ſuch paſſaces as are 
befogefpoken of, but thinking all 
things as ſecure bpland, as hes 
knew they were by water, 
continued in his fozmer courſe, fire 
: which was (as neare as J —_— 
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late unto pou , in this manner fol⸗ 
lowing. . - 
De was of fo noo2r and inzet⸗ 


ched a condition, that hee, when 
e would not be at the charge ol 
fire, hath roaſted, oz at the 
B 3 leaſt 
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leaſt heated a blacke pudding 
in hig boſome and ſo eate it:and 
as vou may ſee,ctven his ſervants 
ſome of the puddings out of his 
bolome, which he had heated with 
rowing over the water in his boat: 
then puddings were of a pard a 
penny London meaſure : when e- 
ver he cave them their alowance, 
he did it with grude ing, and ſaid, 
Here pon hunory Rogues, vou 
undoe me with eat ing. e woul 
ſcarce affozd the lichting of a 
candle to any pooze nefghbour 
no the kindling of a fire, lea 

they had in ſome part impove! 
riſht him by taking ſome ligbt 

from him : Mee hath alſ 
in the night gone fo ſcrape upo 
the dung hill, and if he could hav 
fo:;md any bones, but eſpet tall 


Mary bones, hee would bavg 
bozne them hone in his lappe faq 
have made pottage with them 
and in read of oatmeale, he woul 
— lifted the courſe meal 
8 * 
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which he had bought at the Mar⸗ 
ket and with the bꝛanne there- 
ol hee would have made the peoze 
ſervants their bꝛoth. 

Me bought his hou bold bꝛead in 
the market not carina how ſtale 
oz mouldy it was. and when hee 
came home, he uſedfo cut it into 
ſhie ves oꝛ ſhie vers, that it taking 
the aire, miabt bee the harder fo 
be caten : his meat he would not 
cheapen, unlefle it were ſome: 
what tainted, and therefo ꝛc would 
goe further in the family ; and 
when his doage hath refuſed it, be 
hath ſaid he hath bene a pꝛous 
Curre and betfer fed than taugbt, 
and cate if himſelfe:he needed to 
keepe no cats. fo2 all the rats and 
mice voluntarily left his houſe, 
fo2 there were no fragments no: 
crummes lett by the ſervants to 
fecd them: ſome have ſaid, that in 
the winter time, he hath ſaved 
the dꝛoppings of his noſe, and offe- 
red to ſell them td an Apothe- 

15 4 , ay 
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cary iu the ſtead of ſnow water. 

RY Gould but ſpeake ſo much 
of him, as his legend repozteth, J 
would be thought to ſlander truth; 
t therefoze J only leave him thus 
farre fo the readers confideratt- 
on, as amoft ſo2did creature, in⸗ 
debted to his belly, who bad no 


moze ofthe nobleneſſe of man in 


him, than the meere ſhape of man, 
whoſe care was meerely foꝛ him. 


ſelfe, and none clfe ; and lived in an 


yave, that being dead, he might 
have carried all his wealth to his 
grave with him. 

5 is further repo2ted ot him, 


(wyich canſcarcely bee truely re- 


lated ofany man, that J have e- 
ver read of that to ſave one dates 


charges, hee firff counterfeited 
himſelfe to bee ſicke and the next 


day fo dye, and his bodp fo bee 
laid out, foꝛ no other purpoſe but 
that he would ſave one daes vt- 


ccuals, appꝛehending with bim- 


telle, that whilit his hody was up. 
on 


ö 
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on the ground, his ſervants would 
not beſo unmannerlp oz unnatu⸗ 
rall, as to taſte any manner of 
food till they had ſcene him in the 
jearth, purpofing to revive, and 
ſrecover the next mozning alter \ 
that charge was ſaved ; and with 
this he had acquainted his daugh- 
ter, who like an obedtent child, 
(though farre againſt her owne 
god nature) willing to ſatistie 
his humour in all things, gave 
her conſent, and ſo hee was latd 
out fo dead; and being put into a 
ſheete onely, ( foz hee would not 
bs at the charges of a Coffin) hee 
was fkretcht out in his Chamber, 
with one Candle ſct burning at 
is head, and another at his fete, 
( as the tuſtome was in thoſs 
times) and ſo the newes of his 
eath was brought unto his pꝛen⸗ 
iſes and ſervants: who no ſooner 
eardofthat glad tidings , as hoe 
ing now tobe rid of their penu⸗ 
(ous fervitude, (as being almoſt 


hunger 
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hunger ⸗ſtarv'd, they came fo ſie) 
the topfnll ſpecacle, and ſuppo⸗ 
inc; it to be as it then ſemed, 


they firſt began to zkip and dance met 
about the Co2pſe; then one ranng [pe 
into the Kifchin, and bzeaking up he c 

g the] ſtir 
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the Cup boꝛd doe, brought out 
the baowne loafe , a ſecond fetcht 
out the Eflex-cheeſe , a third dzew 
a black Jack of the ſoure ſhillings 
bere, and ſo began to cate and 
ozinke by no allowance, filling 
their hungry bodies which befoze 
had beene a long time miſerably. 
pinched, and much weakened by 
reaſon of the want of ſufficient 
nourihment ; and much refoycing 
among themſelves, in regard 
that they were now in expecatt- 

on of future helpe ano comkoꝛt. 

and to be kree d (by the ſuppoſed 

death ok their Maſter) from the 

hard aſage which they endured: 

which hs hearing and perceiving, 

lap quaking all this while upon 4 
the ground; and fo ſe this waſte, "= 
thinking thereby to have beene | 

| undone , and being a greater toz « 
ment unto him, than ever hee fa: Lo 
ſpeed the paines of hell could be, 

he could endure ff no longer, bat 
g llirring and ffrangling in his 
cheete 
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ſheete like a ghoſt, with a candle 
in each hand, as thinking fo riſe 
up to rate them koꝛ their ſawet⸗ 
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riſe in his likenefſe, being 
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neſſe and boldneſſe, one ofthem 
thinking the Devill was about fo 
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e great amaze , catcht hold of the 
e but end of a bꝛoken Dare, which 
was then in tbe Chamber, and 


| 


| being a ſturdy knave , thinking 
to kill the devill, af the firſt 
blow firooke ont his bzaines; 
| | 


and 


Ihe lite and Death of 


and fo hee that oncly thought to 


counterfeit death, was there 
tound dead in earneſt; and as the 
Stozy tells us, the aw acquit- 
ted the fellow foꝛ the fact, and he 
Was not onely made atceflarp, but 
the pꝛime occaſion of his owne 
- death. 

Nov all this eſtate falling fo 


the Daughter, it may be pꝛeſup⸗ 
pos d, that the voung Gentleman 


 herſwet-heart. hearing d newes 
ofher Fathers death, (he being 
then in the Cour trey) would 


make no ſmall expedition up to 


London , Which indeed he dfd, buf 
(alas) with moze haſte than god 
ſped , fo2 in riding poſb his ho:ſe 
moſt info2tunately ſtumbling, he 
b2oke his necke upon the Hye- 
way: which newcs being brought 
tmto her, and her Fathers death 
much grieving her on the other 
fide, it was no ſmall fozment un- 


to her inſomuch that ſhe was al- 


molt diſtraged in her bꝛaine and 
lences: 


| t 
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fences : Bat by the advice ol het 
friends better retollecing her- 
ſelfe, the left the care of her friend 


| Father, Whofo2 his uſary, ex. 
foztton, and the ſo2didneffe of his 
life , (as being a min excommuni. 
cated ) was not admitted to have 
Chztſffian burtall. 
; Pet fo money ſhee ſo farre p2e- 
vapled with the Friars of Ber- 
 mondley Abby in Sourhwarke, (4 
means the ſtreete that beares the 
name, the Abbot being then krom 
home, they gave him inhumatt- 
on: but d Abbot fome two dapes 
after conming home, and not 
knowing of this accident, and e⸗ 
ſpying a new crave, de nanded 
of the Covent who had in his ab- 
ſence beene buried there⸗ of wHich 
when they had truelp inkozmed 


hin, he grew very angry, that 
foz ſervile cainc they would bee 
wonne to doe ſuch infury to the 
Church, and cauſing the W 


ts adviſe fo; the Funerall of her 
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be digged uPayainc , he comman- 

ded it to be layd upon his owne | 

| Alles backe, (fo; Pꝛelates and 
In - Judges in thoſe times uſed to ride 
| upon Aſſes ) then making a pꝛap- 
er, heturned the beaſt with his |! 

burden out ofthe Abby-gates, de- |1 

ſiring of God that he might carry |t 

him into ſome place where he beſt 1 

deſerved fo be buried; who went [1 

; with a ſoft ſollemne pace, unguf- [| 
1 ded 03 directed by any, quite it 

0 

t 

a 

1 

i 


fth2ongh Kent · ſtreete, and ſo along 
the hye-wap, untill he came unto 
St. Thomas a waterings, which was 
then the tommon execution place, 
and then ſheoke him off from his 
backe when hee tame tuſt under py lo 
Gallows, and there left him; le 
where a grave was inſtantly [ce 
made, and he without any other in 
ceremony was tumbled in and co⸗ o 
bered with earth; and this was |ri 
the moſt noted and remarkable fre 
end ok his Extoꝛtion, TIſury , and in 
abhominable Avarice, tl 


The 
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The impzeſſion of theſe diſ⸗ 
aſters comming ſo ſuddenly one in 
thenecke ol an other, beſides the 
trouble of freſh ſaffers hourely 
impoztuning her koz marriage, h 
ſhee being ok a good and gentle 
diſpoſition , and appzehending 
that all the pleaſures in thts 
wozld were meere traaſitoꝛy va⸗ 
nitfes, and not agreeaple to her 
deſires,the reſolved wit: her ſelſe 
that what her Father yan got per⸗ 
ditly, to diſpend pioullp; and to 
{that purpoſe retyred her ſelfe into 
a Cloyſter of religious Nunncs, 
which thee perkozmed, almoſt as | 
ſcoone as purpos'd, taking pꝛeſent | 
02der p whatſoever her tatyer had 
; [left unto her by his death, ho wſo- 
ever gotten, ſhe would diſpoſe as 
neare as ſhee could, to the honour 
of her Creatoz , and the kurt je⸗ 
rance and intourage ment of his 
ſreligious ſervice, and fo cauſed, 
neare fo the place where her Fa⸗ = 
ther lived, and the was bozne tte 0 bs 
= kounda⸗ 
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formdation ofa famons Church fo 
be laid, Which at her owne charge F 
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ted to the honour of the bleſled hy 
Uirain Mary : In memo2y of ke 
which pious Act, and that hes 
Name 


ted 
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Name might live to all poſCerffp, 
the people in their courteſie added 
to the denomination given by her 
name alſo, and call'd it St. Mary 
Overs, which title it keep. even 
to this day. 


J have toid you hitherto of the 
| Ferry onelp: it ſhall not be held 
(J hope) fmpertinent, oz mich 
digreſſton from the matter. if J 
ſpeake ſome what concerning the 
Dꝛidge (London-brid e F meane) 
the formdatfon , the batlding, the 
antiquitp, and ſom? remarkable 
acctdents that have hayvened up- 
ſon the ſame, whtch is now ny 
purpoſe, and to paſie over them 
with all bzevity poſſible, and 
thus it ſollo ws. f . 
And to how that which hath 
dene beſoze related, hath not 
nely probability, but apparant 
f effimonyof Truth: foz theſe bee 
0 he very Worms of Barilemew Lin- 


ted, the laſt Pꝛioz of Sant Mary 
le 5 C2 | Over; 


* 


= The Life and Death of 
Overs. A Ferry ( ſaffh he) being 


kept in place where the Bꝛidge is 
now builded; the Ferry man and 


a Oe ” 


his wite deceaung, leit it to their 
Daughter, a young Paid, whoſe 
name was Mary , who with the 
. great 


nd 
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great ſabſtancsleftherbyher Pa- 
rents, as alſo with the dayly pꝛo⸗ 
fifs ariſing from the ſatd Ferry, 
built alſo an houſe of Siſtcrs, in 


Caſt part of Saint Mary Overs 
Church above the Quter, where 
che was after buried: But in pꝛo⸗ 
telle ot time the houſe of Siſters 
being converted into a Colledge 
of P2iefts, the Pꝛieſts buflded 


the Bꝛidge of Timber, gc. the an- 


tiquittes whereof be great, but 
fome what uncertatne. 
Wee read, that in the yeare of 

Chzilt 994, Swamus King of 


Denmarke beſieging the City of 


London both by land and water, 
the Cittizens manfully defended 
themſelves, and their Bing Echel- 


red, ſo that part of their enemies 


were llaine in battaile , and part 
of them dꝛowned in the River of 
Thames , becauſe in their haſty 


rage they tooke no heed of the 


Bzidge. 
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place where now ſkandeth the 
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In the peare 1016, Canutus alſo 
the Dane came up to London with 


Aartat Navy, and on the Douaths 


fide of the Thames cauſed a trench 
to be ca, thzough the Which bis 
ſhips were towed into the Melt 
ſide of the 1B2tdoe , and then with 
a dreepe trench and ſtrnight ſiege 
he compalled the City round. 


Out of mauy J will acquaint 
you with ſome few : In the firſt 
yeare of King Stephen a fire began 
tn the houſc of one Alleward neare 
unto London-itone , which buruf 

up all Caſt ward as farre as Al- 
gate: The Bzidee of Timber o. 
ver the Thames was conſumed al- 
{> ; but after ward not onely repai⸗ 
red, but ne w made of Timber by 

one Peter of Cole-church, a Pyieft 
and Chavlaine ; and fo much fo: 
the wadden ſtructure. 


The Stone bꝛidge, about the 
peere 11 3 was begun to be for? 
ded 
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ded by the foze-named Peter of 
Cole- church, neare unto the bꝛidge 

of Timber, but ſomewhat moze 
towards the Weſt : the King al- 
ſiſted the wozke, ( a Cardinall 
being then Legate here) and Ri- 
chard, Archbiſhop of Canterbury, 
gave a thouſand pound fowards 

the foundation. The courſe of 

the River (koz the time) was 
turned another way about by a. 
Trench caft foꝛ that purpoſe . bes 8 
ginning as is ſuppoſed, about de- 
drifte, and ending in the Meſt at 
Batterſey. 


This famous and labo: ious 

wo2ke, namely the Arches, the 

Chappell, and tone bzidge, on 

which it was butlved , having 
deene thꝛa and thirty peares in e- 

retding , was finiſhed in the peare 
1209, by the wozthy Merchants 

| of London, Serle Mercer, William: 
Almaine, and Benedict Botewrite 
being the pꝛincipall and chiefe 
C4 matters 
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maſters ot that wozke. Fo2 Peter 
of Cole-church deceaſed foure 
peares befo2e , and was buried in 
the Chappell on the Bztdge in 

the peare 1205. 


After the finiſhing of this Chap⸗ 
pell, which was the firft butlding 
on thoſe Arches, lunszy houſes 
were erected there, till it grew in 
time te be one ofthe moſt glozious 
ſtruaures in Chiſtendome, much 
commended bp all rangers and 
travellers, as no where to be pa⸗ 
ralell'd. It conſi ſteth of t wentp 
ſeverall Arches, / numbzing the 
D2aw-b:tdge amongſt the reſt ) 
being made of fquare ſtones, ray⸗ 
fed fo thzeſcoze fofe in height, 

and thitty foote in bꝛedth; diſtant 

the one from the other twonty 

E fc: te, tompacted and iopned to⸗ 

1.4 gether with Uaults and Cellars; 
fo that in tine it appeared rather | 

to be a continuall Strate than a 


5 


Byidge: fog 5 þ lwalifying whereof 
againſt 
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 againft Þ violent & inceſſant af: 
ſaults of the River, there be 

great revenues, Officers, overs 
ſers, Wardens, and the like, 
continued evenunto this dap. 

To the fozmer diſcourſe , I 


will onelp adde ſome few re⸗ | 


markable acc idents that have 

happened upon it: The firff re- 
cozded, was very lamentable and 
much to be tommiſerated; which 
fell upon the tenth of July af 
night, in the yeare one thouſand 
two hundzed-and twelve, the 
VBurrough of Southwarke, being on 
fire, and multitudes of people 
paſsing upon the bzivge, ſome ts 
helpe to quench it, others one ly fo 
gaze upon it; ſuddenly the Nozth 
part of London ſide, by blowing 
of the South winde, was let on 
fire alſo, ſo that the people were 
. ſfopt on both ſ des, being hemd in 


ou all fides with the flame, ſo 
that nothing but inftart death 
could be expected ; There came to 

| relcus 


8 C * d 
> 


The Lite and Death of 


| reſcue them many Barkes and | 
Liters; into which the multitude 
ſo unadviſedle ruſhed, that they 
dꝛo wned the veſſels , and ſo per(- 
ſhed. It is ſaid that by the fire 
and ſhipwrac k, were loft about 
thꝛee thouland perſons, whoſe bo⸗ 
dies wore found in part, being 
' halfe burned, beſides thoſe that 
were burnt to aſhes, and who 
were miſt onely, but never found. 
Beides, about the peare one thou- 
ſand t wo hund2ed eighty t wo, ve 
Arches ofthe bztdge, by reaſon of . 
a violent froft and great ſnow 
wore fozced downe, and bozne 
quite away. And Anno 1381. 
Wat Tiler; with other rebells of 
Kent, bpths bzidge entered the 
City, and tooke it. ec. 
In thelyeare one thouſand thꝛee 
— _ hunvzed, upon St. Georges day, 
was a great faſting upon this 
b3tdas, bet wirt David Carle of 
Craford , a Scotch. man, and the 
1020 Engliſh-man: but 
then 
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then if ſeemes it was not (0 re- 
pleniſhed with houſes, as ſinte: 
and the next veare after, on the 
thirteenth of Movember , the 
young Que en l ſadbell, who was at 
that time but eight peares ok age, 
was con veighed from Kenington 
befives Lambeth, though Wouth- 
warke fo the Tower of London; 
 whers ſhe was met with ſuch 8 
multitude, who came fo fce her, 
that upon the bꝛidge nine prefons 
were pꝛeſt and ſmothered to 
death: of whom, the pꝛioꝛ of Ep- 
ter, a place in Eſſex was one, and 
an ancient Matron, that dwelt in 
Co ꝛnc hill, was another. 
\- _ Fn the veare one thouſand foure 
hund2ed and fifty, Jack Cade, with 
other Rebels of Kent, by thts 
bꝛidge entered 1 ondon , end ftrt- 
king his [word on London-itone, 
p2oclafmed htmſelfe Lozd of the 
City; but by the valtant Citt- 
zens they were beafen back, and 
lozced to flye over the ſame 
| bzidge 
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bridge againe. In the peare al- | 


ſoons thouſand foure hundzes 


ſeaventp one, Thomas the baftarv 


Falcon- bridge attempted to fire 
this bꝛidge, burnt the gate there» 
of. and all the houſes to the dzaw 
b:idge, which were in number 


no further. The like attempt up⸗ 
on the third of Febꝛuarv, in the 
peare one thouſand fi ve hund ze d 
fifty thzee, was made by Tho- 


mas Wiat amd his Uentiſh-men, 


think ing by the bzidge to have 
made enterance into the City, 
but failed in his purpoſe. J con- 
clude with the laſt diſaſter , that 
ſome few peares ſince happened 
by fire, whoſe pittied ruines ſtill 
remaine a ſad obtect to all com: 
paſſionate eyes. 
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thirteene but was able to pzoceed | 
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